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DISSENTERS. 


TO Man of Wiſdom among you will Hitch are 
above Advice; and Charity bids us hope you 
are not paſt it. 
2 If you reject the Counſel of thoſe that d 
your Gg 708 Friends will have the Misfortune to 


in their good Deſi 5 of Serving you : But rhe Pier | 


of not ing Serv'd will be your own. © 


Whoever has the Setrtaf Good of Britkch at Fett, 
will be concerr'd when they ſee any part of its Inhabitants 
taking Meaſures to deſtroy the Publick'Peace ; and who- 


ever is concern'd for the Di enters, and is 2 Friend to 


their Intereſt, will be very ſorry to ſee them under any 
Infatuations, and would be very glad to contribute, by all 


Means poſlible, to awaken them to their own Safety, be- 
fore they have made their Miſchiefs irretrieyable by their 


- own inexcufable Weakneſs. 


The Diſſenters, in former Reigns, were repreſented to 


us as Enemies to the Church, of Factious and Seditious | 


Principles, dangerous to Government and to Monarchy, 
and Enemies to Ceſar, and had much Trouble given them 


on thoſe Accounts : When it was thus wWith them, they ne- 
Fer Ard: to proteſt their Innocence, their Loyalty to the 
fon of the 


nent, their Zeal for the Prefervation of the Per- 
* and They eke tts r the 
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5 8 5 
Liberty of their Conſciences, and of Worſhipping God 
aſter their own Manner; and that this being granted them, 


they would he fully ſatisfied, and” teſtify By their Beha- 
viour, that all they deſired of the Government was (uſing 


their own Words) To live peaceably and quietly under it, 


in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. They cannot xeaſonably ex- 


uence on their new Privileges, can now be forgotten : 
H * 15s N | 
Andi it | 
berty they have obtained, as that the Church of England 
ſhould. have no Reaſon to reproach them with the Immo- 
rality of thoſe Proteſtations, or to belicye that they were 
not ſincere,” * A #47 


5 theſe Nrofeſſions of theirs, which had "ſo much In- 


. 5 i 1 # 13 5 22 ; ; 75 F $ z ; : ; 
Moderate Men, who are inclined to Peace, gave eaſie 
Credit to theſe Proteſtations, and were thereby moved to 


...acquieſce at that time in the Government's giving Liberty 
of Worſhip to the Diſſenters, hoping by that means to 
have the Sincerity of thoſe Profeſſions teſtified by a quiet 
and peaceable Behaviour: And the whole Body of the 
Church of England, at the time of the Revolution, wil- 
lingly join d in taking off the Edge of Penal Laws, fo far 

as it concern'd the e exempting them by Act of 

Parliament from the Reſtraints and Penalties which: they 


were ſubject to on account of their Religious. Worſhip, 


and allowing them by legal Authority that Liberty of Wor- 
_ſhip and Freedom of Meeting and Aſſembling for the Ser- 
vice of God, which they had ſo often publickly affirmed 
to be the Sum of their Deſires. 3 | 
It was expected by all thoſe who wiſhed well to the 
. Diſſenters,; that as on the one hand they (the Diſſenters) 


= had received frequent and repeated Aſſurances from the 
Throne, of the. Satisfaction their Soveraign took in having 


laid ſuch great Obligations upon them to be Faithful, 
Loyal, ee ck Good 3.0, 
ther hand, they would e all Occaſions the Senſe 
they had upon them of the Obligation, and would con, 
Vince not their Sovereign only, but the Church, of England 
alſo, chat che Liberty ſo. readily, and from ſuch good 
Principles granted to Diſſenters, was not miſplaced or gi- 
. 5 $ A i . 
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y concerns them to behave ſo under the Li- 


alous for the Publick Good; ſo, on the o- 


ven 0 


4 


(53)5 - 
ven to a People who did not know how. to uſe it; that 
they would now make good what they had always chal- 
lenged to be their Character, and what they had profeſ- 
ſed to be their utmoſt Deſire, (viz.) To live peaceable and 
quiet Lives, &c. | tl ile ere | 
To encourage them to do this, it has been, the. conſtant. 
Study of her preſent Majeſty, ever ſince her Acceſſion to 
the Throne, to remove all the Cauſes of Jealouſy and Un- 
ceaſineſs from the Diſſenters, as to their ſaid Tolerations, | 
Oc. and even to check the real Deſigns. of any who at- 
tempted to put Reſtraints upon them. And although Oc- 
caſional Conformity was become too much the Practice of 
the Diſſenters (an unjuſtifiable thing even in the Judgment 
of the moſt Conſcientious among themſelves) and in pro- 
ceſs of time grew up to ſuch a height as to enervate che 
Laws, became San Chg to Religion, and Matter of ſea- 
louſy and Uneaſinęſs to the Church; yet her Majeſty on 
ſeveral Occaſions diſcouraged the Attempts made to ſu 
preſs it, profeſs'd frequently from the Throne her Reſolu- 
tion to preſerve the aforeſaid Toleration and Exemption 
inviolable, and, as far as in Her lay, preyented the paſ- 
ling a Law, even againſt the Occaſional Conformity, till 
the united Voice of Her People, and even of thoſe whom 
the Diſſenters themſelves owned for their particular Pro- 
tectors, claim'd it of Her Majeſty in a Parliamentary way, 
as abſolutely neceſſary for the Publick Safety, and as a Thing 
ſo Eſſential to the National Good, as that there was not a 
Voice in either Houſe againſt it. V 
Aſter this, it muſt be very ſurprizing if we ſhould find 
the Diſſenters either fail in the Performance of thoſe En- 
gagements, or of their Duty and Gratitude to their Sove- 
reign, who has in ſo ſingular a manner granted them her 
| Favour and Prote&ion : It muſt turn upon the Diſſen- 
ters extremely to their Di ſad vantage, if it. ſhall. be found 
that notwithſtanding their aforeſaid frequent Proteſtations 
of their Innocence, and of their being free from the afore- 
ſaid Charge of being Factious and Seditious, either by 
Principle or Inelination, they now actually appear ſiding 
and joyning with an Enraged Diſaffected Party and Fa- 
338 1 N 


ction, who having evil and unwarrantable Deſigns in 
view, have endeayoured to enſnare and draw in the Diſ- 
ſenters to take part with them in the moſt unjuſt 
and undutifal Behaviour to their Sovereign, and to 
oppoſe the moſt juſt and une xceptionable Meaſures of Her 
overnment, on pretence of Civil Grievances, which 
have o other Foundation than in the Diſcontents of cer- 
tain Stateſmen, whom Her Majeſty, according to Her un- 
diſputed Right and legal Authority, has thought fit to 
difmiſs from their Employments: And, which would be 
ſtill more wonderful, to fee them joyn in the moſt pro- 
voking Inſults, and the maſt undutiful Treatment of Her 
Majeſty's Perſon, as well as of her Government, and this 
with ſuch naked and unguarded Conduct, as if they co- 
_ veted to have it known; that the Diſſenters, caſting off all 
Duty and Neſpect to Her Majeſty, had. openly profeſſed 
24 Diſaffection to the Perſon and Government of their 
Prince, who, om the other Hand, by all poſſible Clemen- 
cy and Bene ficence had, as is above noted, endeavoured \ 
inthe higheſt manner to engage and oblige them. 


1 
1 


If theſe Fhings are ] uſtly laid to the Charge of the D iſ- « * 


/ ˙—0.!ü.. « ¹ !. kf oct 


ſenters, and ſhould he proved upon them, it muſt neceſfa- 1 
rily lay them open to very juſt Reflections. And albeit 3 
this Letter, which is deſigned meekly to Admonith and = 
Perfuade them, ſhall not accuſe them of the Facts; never- 
thele it muſt in a friendly manner acquaint them that 5 
theſe Things are hid to their Charge, with ſeveral Ag- E 
gravations, which are.not repeated here, becauſe the De- 

1ign is not to burthen them with a Recapitulation of 1 


Crimes, but rather to lead them faithfully by the Hand 
to ſach Meaſures as may conduce to their own, Safety, 


ry ” 


«<> 


_ 


| tracedinary minner, particularly in that cbey ſubmitted 

ietly to be made a Sacrifice in their Religious Concerns 

ö by that ſame Party, whom we alledge they ſo oo 
c 


nately eſpouſe, rather than loſe the be alam which 
they were made to believe would thereby be put into their 
Hands, to overthrow the Perſons into whole Hands Her 
Majeſty had thought fit to entruſt the Adminiſtration of 
the Publick Affairs: And that notwithſtanding they 
have been actually ſo Sacrificed by the ſaid Party, yet 
ſuch has been the eager deſire of the Diſſenters to pro- 
mote and to ſupport the ſaid Oppoſition to Her dn e 
that they ſtill continue to embrace and embark with t 


very Perſoris who ſo Sactificed them and their Intereſt as 
Diſſenters; Teſtifying thereby, that they were more zea- 
lous for carrying on a Faction in the Civil Government, 


than for enjoying or preſerving, their Religious Liberties 


cern'd about in former Times. 


| which, as is {aid before, they had appeared. ſo much con- 


— Theſe Occaſions preſenting, and a Charge of ſuch a 


Nature lying againſt the greateſt part of the Dzſenters, 
it is offered in a friendly manner coAldviſe 3 
with them; with reſpect to their preſent. Conduct, and 


their future Intereſt, that they may be prevailed with to 


conſider, before it be too late, what is the true State of 
their Caſe ; and nut precipitate themſelves and their In- 
nocent Poſterity into that Ruin, which, if they do not 
3 y alter their Behaviour, muſt be inevitable to 
oth. 7 

Yet ere we proceed to this Expoſtulation, and in order 
to clear the way from juſt Exceptions, it is need ful to ex- 
plain the meaning of the words FACTION and PARTY, 
as they are made uſe of in this Letter. The Diviſion of 


the 7 into V hig and Tory has been too long, and the 


239 


Party the Diſſenters have been known. to adhere to, is too 


Publick to have any Charge lie againſt them now for be- 


ing Whigs: Nor ſhall this Letter go about to perſuade 
them to be otherwiſe.  Whag and Tory are not the Species 
of the preſent Parties; but the Diviſion lies between the 
New Miniſtry and the Old, and their reſpective Depen- 

| . Aeencies: 


* 
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dencies: And we find, that as there are many Tories 


who are againſt the preſent Miniſtry in ſeveral Things, as 
_ Intereſts and Proſpects guide them; ſo, many of thoſe 
who have always diſtinguiſhed themſelves as Whigs, and 
continue to be fo; na y, many Diſſenters, and uh) ſtill 
remain ſo in their Principles, many who. have always 
profefied themſelyes Whias. as. to. Government, the 
Reybiurlt , the Succeſſion, Liberty and Property, 
and the like Things, the Heads of former Diſputes, are 
entirely in the Intereſt of the preſent Miniſtry. For this 
reaſon; the Oppoſers of the preſent Adminiſtration are 
mot treated 2 Ws:os, or Tories, being compoſed of Both; 
but are ſtiled throughout this Letter a FACTION, and 
moſt juſtly ſo, becauſe they apparently act contrary to the 


Duty, Faith'and Allegiance of Subjects, in oppoſition to 


the” eaceable, Juſt and gentle Government of their So- 


vereign Prince. As ſuch then, let an impartial View be 


taken of the State of Things. | | 
It cannot reaſonably be expected that the Heat and Fury 
of the Parties now contending can continue long, as it po] 
ſtands. Let any . reaſonable Perſon caſt his Eye upon 
Publick Affairs, and it will immediately occur to him, 
that no Government can be ſuppoſed long to bear being 
Inſulted and Treated as we ſee now practiſed by the ſaid 
FACTION, in defiance of legal Authority, in contempt , 
of the Majeſty of the Throne, and of the Juſtice of the 


Executive Power. For any ane to tell the Diſſeuters 


that the QUEEN, or the Government do not fee, or 
ſeeing do not reſent ſuch Behayiour, would be to com- 
pliment them at the 'expence of Her Majeſty's Under- 
ſtanding, or to Hatter them at the expence of their own. 
It cannot then he imagined that the 
ways fit {till and ſuffer the Indignities, the Reproaches, 
and the ſcandalous Treatment which it now bears with. 
The Clemency of the QUEEN, and the Forbearance 


and Moderation of a Miniſtry, are'a Bleſſing to a Nation, 
when practiſed in their due Meaſure, but become Cri- 
minal to themſelyes, and Injurious to the Publick Safety, 
when they ſuffer themſelves to be ſo Inſulted, as to 7 5 


* 


Aithority it ſelf into Contempt. 
$5 F864 7; | 3 


overnment will al- 


«\ 


orders: But is it not manifeſt that this Forbearance has 


ſo far been mifimprov'd at Home, as to bring things to 


this Criſis, that now the Government muſt think of Mea- 


ſures to cruſh and ſuppreſs Tumult and Faction; or re- 


ſolve quietly and cowardly to fink under it, and fall a Sa- 


- 


crifice to a mercileſs, enraged Party ? 


The Diſſenters, notwithſtanding the ſmooth Words made 
uſe of by their new Friends to perſwade them, or the Me- 
naces they uſe againſt the QUEEN and Her Miniſters, 
cannot be ſo weak to think that Her Majeſty, and the Mi- 


niſtry under Her, after having with a ſurprizing Succeſs 


gone through the friſt Difficulties of this Matter, and ha- 

ving brought the Publick Affairs ſo near a happy Settle- _ 
ment, can want Power, or are at a Loſs for the proper 
Meaſures to ſubdue the Remains of a Diſcontented Party; 
a Party, who by the effectual Diſappointment of all their 
Meaſures, are dwindled and ſunk into a diſconcerted Rab- 
ble, a meer confuſed, diſunited and diſperſed Mob; whoſe | 
Rage now is vented in reviling of Perſons, and in a Fury 


that merits Correction, but is not capable of giving any Juſt 
Apprehenſion to thoſe it is pointed againſt. 


able to ſupport this Faction, and by joining with them to 
do any thing but partake of their Funiſhment.. Are the 
Diſſenters ſtrong enough to ſupport a Faction againſt their 
Sovereign! It would be the greateſt Injury in the World to 


the Diſſenters, for any Man to ſuggeſt ſuch a Thing of them: 


Becauſe it would of conſequence arm the Government a- 


gainſt the Diſſenters in general, and make it neceſſary to 
tall upon the Diſſenters as a Body, in order thereby, firſt, 
to ſatisfy the Dzſſenters that the Party they are join d with, 
cannot be able to anſwer their Expectation, and then to 
 tatisfy the Party that the Intereſt of the Diſſenters is 15 
Op -... = 


_ The publick Embaraſſments of the War, out of which 
the Faction firſt hoped the Miniſtry could never extricate 
themſelves, and then Reproached them for having done 
it, notwithſtanding the popular Clamour and - Oppoſition 
made to hinder it, may have cauſed the ſaid Miniſtry to 
bear with all the leſſer Inconyeniencies of our Home- Diſ- 


The Diſſenters cannot be ſo weak to think that they are 
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able to ſupport them. If their che Diſſbnters cannot pro- 


mitt te fupport this Party, why ſhould they defire to fall 
with them? Why ſhould the Diſſenters hazard the Privi- 
tepes, Liberty and Safety, which they now enjoy under a 
mid and juſt Adminiſtration, and run into an Adv 
in which if they miſearry, they alone will be Loſers. 
It is manifeſt the Hazard is not equal: The Faction are 
but where they were, if their Attempts fail. Their Argu- 
ments are of kin to thoſe of the Lepers of Samaria : As tlley 
no ate, they are Undone, outed of Places, of Employ- 


ments, Diſgraced and Difmiſſed. If chey ſucceed in the 


Attacks they make upon the Miniftry, they flatter them- 
ſelves; though vainly too, they may come in again : If they 


miſcarry, they are but Undone, and can fall no lower; and 


tried, and prove in vain; 1155 | 
But it is not thus with the Diſſerters : They enjoy 
much, poſſeſs great Privileges, which may depend much 


it is eime enough to be quiet, when all Efforts to recover are 


upon the Favour and Clemeney of the Government they 
ve under, and which they ought not to run the Hazard of 


forfsiting; nay, it would be Madneſs im them to run the 
Hazard of forfeiting them. It is evident, that the Difſea- 
ters ean expect no greater Privileges or Adyantages than 
they now enjoy, what” Party ſoever Reigns. What have 
the Diſenteęs to do with Parties in the Government? It is 
as clear as the Light, which Party ſoever ſucceeds, they 
can never he better in their Religious Concerns than they 
ares Their Caſe is the Reverie of the other: The Diſ- 
ſenters are well, and had been better but for the Occaſio- 


na Bill, which this very Party brought upon them. If 


they are quiet and ſit fil}, they are ſafe, and are ſure to 


keep What they have; if they join with thoſe People, they 


have only this Cireamſtance before them, (viz.) That if 
they ſucceed; they cannot be better; and if they fail, they 
my be'nndore 


le iS then a mot myſterious Folly in the Hiſſenters to puſh 


_ chentiſelyes into #His Broil The Faction know the Force of 
this Argument; and to evade it, would faindraw the Diſ- 
ſenters into ſuppoſe their Civil Rights are in Danger, _ to 
2d | | _ Dring 


enture, 


I bring them, by a certain Thing which they miſtakingTy * 
* Publick 55 to hazard their Religious Liberty fer a 
the ſecuring their Civil Liberty. This is a Hereſy in Po- 
liticks not heard of before, and is the Reverſe of all Chri- 
ſtian Duty. It has been often practiſed by Chriſtians, and 
is deſervedly applauded by good Men, that all Civil Li- 
berties, Properties and Privileges ſhould be hazarded, nay 

| loft and relinquiſh'd, to preſerve Religious Liberties ; but 
the other Part was never, as I read of, allowed by any 

Chriſtians in the World, till the modern Chriſtianity of 

the preſent Parties among us have recommended it. We, 

he next Evaſion made uſe of, to draw in the Diſſen- 14 
ters to take part in the preſent Quarrel of a Faction as a- | 
bove, 1s, That our Corn Peng in Danger, they 14 
ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves, and ſtand in a double Ca- 1 
pacity of Intereſt, (vi. ) as Britons on one hand, and as | 
Diſſenters on the other. 8 
This is ſuch an Evaſion as is uſual with the Authors of 

% Tumult and Sedition, and is ſomething of kin to that for- 

| mer Diſtinction of Fighting againſt the Per ſon of the King, 

but not againſt the Authorzty of the King; andastothe Dzſ- 
ſenters, is ſomething like that Diſtinction which the Dutch 
are faid to have made in Japan, between Chriſtians and 
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Hollanders. ] EE 5 
Before the Diſſenters can diſtinguiſh themſelves thus, 
they muſt aſſign ſome Reaſon, as Britons, why they ſhould 
| oppoſe their Sovereign; not. as Diſſenters : They muſt 
charge Her Adminiſtration with ſome IIlegal arbitrary 
thing, and then tell us why they appear as a Body of Dif- 
I enters in a Caſe which, if it were true, they ought to ap- 
1 pear as Britons meerly, and in Conjunction with the Church 
- | only, and in Defence ofthe Conſtitution ; not as Di ſſenters 
with a Paity againſt a Government under whom the Con- 
ſtitution remains entire and unbroken, and againſt whom 
they cannot alledge the leaſt Breach of the Laws of Go- 1 
We have not yet ſeen wherein they ſo much as pretend 1 
to charge the Government or the Miniſtry with the Breach [71 
of the Conſtitution, with diſpenſing Power, arbitrary Go - 
e | vernment, _ 


* ” ff 


651510 


vernment, or ſuſpending the Execution of the Law, exce pt 


only in delaying to puniſh the moſt inſolent Treatment 
that ever any Government ſuffered in this Nation, till the 


Guilty preſume * that criminal Clemency, and haugh- 
tily ſuggeſt it to be the Effect of Fear. | 


We have not yet ſeen them Impeach their Prince of Ty- 
ranny or arbitrary Government, or of any Breach of Her 
Royal Duty; and we may adventure to ſay they cannot, 
except the Sin of too much Mercy, which they may find a 


time to repent: the Abuſe of; and to know that though it 


has gone far, yet it will haye an End, and may be pro- 


vaked beyond the Power of longer Forbearing. 


* 


We have not ſeen them charge the Miniſtry with Tranſ: 


greſſing the Bounds of their Duty, or of the Laws, except 


in Generals, which is unjuſt and unfair. Why do they not 
tell the People what the Crimes are which the Admini- | 


ſtration is charged with, and what the Puniſhments which 


the Laws have made their due? What can they imoeach 


the Miniſtry of ? Where is the Treaſure waſted, the Tax- 
es miſapplied, the Funds interrupted, the Families en- 
riched out of the publick Spotls ? Is it poſſible that all this 
Violence can be ſhewn againſt the Miniſtry, and no Im- 
peachment drawn up! No Rapine, no Treaſon, no Miſuſe 
of Power laid to their Charge All the Crime we yet hear 


of, is, That they are Miniſters of State, and that others, 
wha deſire ta, be in their Places, are not ſo: To re-obtain 
which, they would raiſe all the Confuſions in their Coun- 


try that were poſſible, and divide us into Factiors and Par- 


ties, as if the Safety of the Nation depended not upon the 
Adminiſtration it ſelf, but the Perſons who are employed 


in it. And what have the Diſſenters to do in this? Of 
what eſſential moment is it to them whom the Queen em- 


ploys in the Adminiſtration, ſo the Perſons employed guide 
the State by legal Methods according to the Conſtitution? 
Is this of, Concern enough to the Diſſenters, that they 
ſhculd embroil themſelves with the Government about it, 
and hazard all their Religious Advantages, which now 


they enjoy, in the private Quarrel of a Faction? Unac- 


countable. Folly \. What will they ſay to their Children af- 
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ter them, if it ſhould appear that on ſuch Accounts as 
| theſe, and with ſuch Views, and to carry on ſuch Deſigns, 
they loſe the Religious T.iiberty'they enjoyed, and oblig d 

the Government to abridge and eut them ſhort for the 
mere neceſſary Preſervation of the Publick Peace 

How will this for ever open the Mouths of the Diſſen- 
ters Enemies againſt them, and cauſe them to ſay, That 

all that had been formerly ſaid of them was True, ( v2. ) 

of their being a turbulent unpeaceable People, Enemies to 

Government, reſtleſs under Reſtraint, that ſought not ſo 

much the Liberty of their Religion as a Liberty from all 

_ ./Governmient; that, if they were tolerated in the Exerciſe 

of their Worſhip, would {till remain Diſſatisfied, Factious 


and Uneaſy ;; be ever diſturbing the Repoſe of the State, 


and on all Occaſions join with thoſe that ſhould diſturb it. 
What can the Diſſenters have to ſay, to vindicate them- 
ſelves from that Calumny, unleſs they conſider it in time, 
and alter their preſent Conduct? 5 
Formerly, as is ſaid, they alledged that all was falſe 
which was ſaid againſt them of this kind; that they deſi- 


red only Liberty of Religion, were harmleſs, inoffenſive 
People, faithful to the Government, and cheartully Obe- - . 


dient to the Laws, ſeeking only the Eaſe of ther Conſciences 
in Matters purely Religious; that in the Affair of the Re- 
volution, they only join d with the Church in reſiſting 
Arbitrary Government, and endeavouring to maintain the 
Laws and Conſtitution, the natural Rights of Enghſhmen, 
and the like; and there being no immediate Charge againſt 
them to the contrary, many People gave Credit to them 


in this matter: But now when the Laws are uninvaded, 


the Conſtitution entire and unbroken, no Encroachments 


made on Liberty no Violence on Property, no Oppreſſion, 


no Injuſtice offered them, their Religious Liberties granted 
them to their full Satisfaction, nay their Schools and Semi- 
naries allow'd them, though by Law they may and ought 
to be ſuppreſſed; tor them to bandy againſt the Govern- 
ment now-! jor them to abett a reſtleſs Faction, and fall in 
with a Sett of Malecontents to. embroil and enflame the 
People now! tor them to inſult the Queen and the 125 
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ry nom! What can be ſaid for this, but that it is the 


- mere Eſſence and Spirit of Sedition ? And. what can be the 
Conſequence, but that it will oblige the Government to 
"Seach them their own Intereſt by Methods more mortify- 
ing than they otherwiſe intended to do, and to take from 
them the Power of doing the Miſchief they ſeem to have 
Will to bring to pas? | 

That the Government have Power to do this, and that 
too many Ways are left to humble the Diſſenters, it would 
be loſt time to contend about; they cannot be ſo ignorant 

as not to know it. „ | 


But before I come to mention that Part, it will be need- 


ful to examine a little the farther Views and Proſpects, 
upon which the Party we ſpeak of have drawn the Oiſſen- 
ters to act with them in theſe Tumults and Diſorders, and 
what it is that the Diſſenters can rationally propoſe to them- 
ſelves in the greateſt Succeſs of the Faction they are ſiding 

with. For it cannnot be imagined of the Difſenters. but 
that, like all reaſonable Creatures, they propoſe ſome End 
to themſelves in every Action before they engage in it, 
-much more in Actions of ſuch Conſequence as taking Sides 


in the Brouilleries of the State: They mult then have ſome 


rational Views to juſtify their Actions to themſelves, or at 
leaſt ſome pretences of rational Views. Let us enquire, as 
far as we have Light into them, what they are OT 
The main Pretence with which the Party®haye for a 
long time alarm'd the Diſſenters, is, the Danger of the 


Pretender, and the Intereſt they have in the Proteſtant | 
Succeſſor. How this can have obtained ſo far upon Men of 


2 peaceable Diſpoſition, as Charity bids us ſuppoſe the 
Diſſenters to be, is myſterioufly ſtrange, the utmoſt Rea- 
ſion that has yet been given for that Jealouſy, having been 
founded on mere Suggeſtion, malicious Cavils, and the 
bold Allegations of partial and prejudiced Men, without 
any real Ground. or ſufficient Evidence of Fa& againſt any 


one Perſon inthe Adminiſtration. Not one Step has been 


taken, either by the Queen or Her Miniſters of State, to- 
wards wrakning the Proteſtant Succeſſion, or encouraging 
the Pretender, unleſs renewing Laws to enforce the Ab- 


juring 
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no room to 


AY - | 
Juring the Pretender by Name, obliging the French King 


to Renounce him, and to, engage-on the Faith and Honour. 
of ob King, for Himſelf and his Poſterity, never to aid, aſ- 


or encourage him to attempt'us, and in the mean time 
Fs expel him from his Court, and from his Dominions, and 
— — the Title of the Houſe of Hanover; I ſay, 


jt. theſe are to be eſteemed as Grounds of Suſpicion and | 


Encroachments of the Pretender. 


It might be enquizxed here, Why is the Proteſtant Suc- . 
ceſſion endeayoured to be made the immediate Strife ? The 


QUEEN (God be praiſed q notwithſtanding a Thouſand 
{candalous. — is in a good State of Health, and gives 
e any ching of the Succeſſion our immediate 

Sen (ne its future Certainty, and as to the futurs 
Security pn tainty of the Hanover Sueceſſion, what 


more can be dene? The Laws have Eſtabliſhed it, the 


QUEEN has declared for it, the Miniſtry have not dore 


the leaſt thing in prejudice of it; the mentioning it then 
can be with no View but to keep the People alarmd and = 


uneaſie; ſeeing nothing can be deſired, —_ by the Houſe 

2 Hengs We tan a a may cceflion ſafe, more 
is a y oneina Legalan Parliamentary way. 

But theſe People injure the Houſe of Hanover, and the 

it ſelf, in their Conduct, by Threats of 'whar 


Suaceſſion i 

| thall be done to Perſons and Parties, when the Hexover 
Succeſſioſ takes place: It were to be wiſhed thoſe who 
are true Fri sto the Hanover Succeiſion, would be 
more wary in what they ſay and do of this kind, leaſt they 


Ignorantly aſſiſt a Jacobite Intereſt by thoſe 'very Steps 
which they think contribute to the Eſtabliſhing the Line 
of Hanover. Were the Princes of the Houſe of Hanover 
to ſee how they are, on the moſt frivolous Occaſions, 
Thrown in the Faces of the moſt Loyal Subjects theQUEEN 


has; how the aforeſaid Fa#ioz Bullies the People with 


Hanover Succeſſion; and threatens the Miniſtry and all 


their Friends with the Reſentment of the or: They 


would ſhew their Piſpleaſure at it, and tell them plainſy 
that this is weakning, not thening, their Innere, by 
A (hom Terrible to che * are to Govern 3 


filling | 


and give » the Government to! It 'alſo merits 
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filling the Minds of the People with the Apprefien- 
ions of what Treatment they ſhall meet with from 
- the Houſe of Hanover, which tends to arm their Minds 


with Fear of, and conſequently an Averſion to the Per- 


ſon of the Succeſſor, and, by the ſame Rule, to the Sue- 


ceſſion it ſelf. Do theſe People think that the Houſe of 


Hanover ſo ill underſtand the Policy of Government, as 


to come over hither prepared to Revenge the Quarrel of a 
Faction? Io eſpouſe Parties, and to enter into the Re- 


ſentments of a few enraged Men againſt the reſt of the 


Nation, who are to be equally their Subjects, and who 


will have an equal Claim to their Favour and Protection? 


What Inconceivable Injury do theſe People do to the 


Proteſtant Succeſſor ! To endeavour to make him 2 
Terror to any of thoſe who are to be his Subjects! To 
threaten us beforehand with the Reſentment of that Pow- 
er, which it is expected we ſhould all concur to Bring in, 

ome 
Enquiry: to know who they are, which this: Reſentment 
is threatned againſt. - OT QELS, + 23 690799 
Are they not thoſe whom the QUEEN Adminiſters 


Her Government by? Whom Her Majeſty declares + 
'  wotthy of Her Favour, and fit to place the Royal Au- 


thority with? Would theſe Men perſuade us then, that 


the Proteſtant Succeſſor ſhall ſo requite the QUEEN for 


all that Concern ſhew'd by Her Majeſty to eſtabliſh the 
Crown in their Family, by the Treaty of Union, and 
many other ways, as to fall immediately upon the very 
Perſons who aſſiſted Her Majeſty in preſerving the Suc- 


_ -ceflion of the Crown to them entire? Is not this an irre- 
able Injury to the Proteſtant Succeſſor? An Injuſtice 
. he. cannot but be ſenſible of and reſent? Is it not the 
only way to weaken, and finally to ruine the Succeſſion 


it ſelf ; and, as above, to make the Proteſtant Succeſſor 


the Terror, not the Deſire of Great Britain? 
In the next place, the Diſſenters would do well to con- 


ider what they in particular have to expect from the Pro- 


teſtant Succeſſor. Can they expect more than they have? 
Will the Proteſtant Succeſſor favour them more, and do 


+ 


more 
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any Party ? What baye the Prllgwtere te d r Diſſente rd 
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more for them than the QUEEN has done? Of what 


1 ſort ean that Favour be? Can they hope he will take 


off the Occaſional Bill lately brought on by their own 


Treacherous Friends? Or will he attempt to remove 


the TEST, and promiſcuouſly admit them into Places, 
5 this were really their Expectation, yet it would 
ſavour of more Honeſty than Piſeretion to {ay ſo: For 


it would be an irreparable Injury to the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſor to make that Expectation he received by the People 3 


it would be ſuch a Handle to the Pretender to take hold 


4 of, as nothing could be equal to it, and would alarm the 
Church of England againſt the Sueceſſion of Hanover, as 
being dangerous to their Safety, and to the very Conſti- 


tution of the Church. And thus you would Injure the 
Succeſſion which you appear ſo zealouſly to eſpouſe. 
What then can it be which ſhould embark. the Diſſen- 
ters in the preſent Quarrel of Parties? In which, if they 
knew or could diſcern their own Intereſt, they would at 
leaſt be Neuters; knowing that they muſt be Loſers by 


ng part in the Strife, which Side ſoever | prevails; 
cl 


and that they are never courted, but with a Deſign to be 


uſed like David's Heifers, firſt to draw: the Cart, and 


then to be burnt with the Wood of it. If then they had 
a Senſe not of their Obligation to their Sovereign only, 


but of their own Civil and Religious Intereſts, they 


would : from the Beginning have appeared againſt thefe 
things, By which they would — prevented the 
Danger af 


treat, nor ever can, till the Edge of Fadion and Se- 
dition is more effeQually taken off, and the Rage of 
, , Stn 
Let the Piſſenters then ask themſelves what particular 
Views are propoſed to them at this time, for which they, 
es Diſſenters, dught to meddle or embark themſelves with 


Lang . having the Government oppreſſed by a 
Faction, and the Neceſſity of the Miniſtry taking 
Meaſures, and uſing Hands which they had no De- 

ſire or Deſign ta have taken ar uſed; from which 
Meaſures they never yet could ſee a ſafe Door of Re- 


in the Broils about who is or is not employed in the State? 
Is it not Intereſt of Perſons, and Intereſt of Parties in the 
publick Management that is the Quarrel? What is the 
ion to them? And moreover ſeeing which Side ſoe- 
ver prevails, the Diſſenters are ſure to have no ſhare in the 
Management; Why ſhould they have a ſhare inthe Hazard? 
In embarking with theſe Men, the Diſſenteurs can have 
no hope but in the Succeſs of thoſe they embark with : If 
that Succeſs comes, they are under foot ſtill, nay, the Fa- 
tion dare not ſay they will relieve the Diſſenters, if they 
ſhould obtain the Victory; they dare not promiſe the Diſ- 
ſenters the leaſt Favour, or to redreſs the leaſt of their 
Grievances. To fay that they but intend it, would be 
to tell the Church-Party that they will leſſen the Security 
made by the Law for its Preſervation; and let in the D:ſ- 
-Jenters to ſuch a ſhare of Power as would be dangerous to 
the Church: Nay, on the contrary, does not a Noble 
Lord in a late Pamphlet, ſaid to be of his Writing, pub- 
Hickly recommend the preſent Diſcontented Party as the 
Church's true and only Friends, becauſe they have at 
THIS TIME. ſet their foot upon the Diſſenters and 
for ever made them ſafe from giving the Church any Un- D 
_ . eaſineſs ? Can they then who recommend themſelves by th 
Four Oppreſſion, give you hope of Recovery by their Suc- | w 
ceſs? As they have now occaſtonally uſed you, they are 
Traitors t6 the Confidence you have placed in them; and th 
if they ſhould reſtore you, they muſt be as Treacherous to te: 
the Church, whom they court, and to whom they at this ſo 
time plead the Merit of your Deſtruction. 3 
So that neither the Hanover Succeſſion, nor the Succeſs . 
or Reſtoration of the Party you eſpouſe, can ever retrieve So 
your Caſe. On the other Hand, if the Faction miſcarries, Pi 
as the Nation hopes, and honeſt Men pray, you have no- | ti 
thing to hope for, as Diſſenters, but-what muſt be founded] 
on the Mercy and Clemency of Her Majeſty, after the tal 
"greateſt Preyarications' you are able to be guilty of; | an 
who tho?” not inelin'd to Severity, may ſee Cauſe in | to 
your Conduct to prevent your erig the like again, 
and may teach you your Duty at the expenee of 22 thi 
: | 72 | | Ii 8 
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Liberty, which you will then moſt juſtly forfeit to the 


5 Government. „ 


The Sum therefore of this Part of the Advice to the 
Diſſenters, is, That they would be ſo Wiſe, and ſo be- 


| have themſelves, as not to make it neceſſary to the. Go- 
vernment to reſent their Conduct, and to oblige the Ex- 


ccutive Power, when they correct a Seditious Party, as 


they muſt quickly do, to lend the Dzſſenters a Laſh to 


let them know their Duty, and make them taſte what 
they might juſtly expect a greater ſhare of. 

Why alſo ſhould the Diſſenters, who are a great tho? 
not a powerful Body in the Nation, ſuffer themſelves to 
be made Tools of a Party? Are they not ſure to be laid 


by, and caſt away by that very Party that -uſe them, aſ- 


| | ſoon as the Dirty Work they are employ'd in, is over; 


and {ure to be worn out and ruin'd, if that Dirty Work 
ſhould not ſucceed ? When will the Diſſenters learn to 
be Wiſe to their own Peace, and not meddle with Con- 
tention, which does not .belong to them, which Solomon 


ſays, is like one that takes a Wolf by the Ears? 


It ſhould ſeem, that in theſe things, the Intereſt of the 
Diſſenters receives ſome Prejudice from the Influence 
their Paſſion for a Party has upon their Judgment ; other- 


wiſe they would conſider ſome ſuch Things as theſe + 


Why ſhould the Diſſenters diſtinguiſh themſelves by 


their Animoſity to the preſent Adminiſtration ? Why en- 
ter into the Reſentments of a tew Men, who have given 


ſo many. Teſtimonies that the want of Power to aggran- 
dize themſelves is their only Diſſatisfact ion? „ 

Why ſhould the Diſſenters covet to be ill with their 
Sovereign; and why. ſignalize their Oppoſition to their 
Erigcq in the Legal uſe of Her - unqueſtion'd Preroga- 
tive? ' HE. | 8 

Why ſhould the Diſſenters oblige the Government to 


take the firſt Occaſion to lay their Hands upon them, 


the QUEEN as they are Diſſenters 


and to ſingle them out as a People whom it is neceſſary 
to humble for the Publick Safety ? 5 
Are the Diſſenters under no particular Obligations to 


{20 
Do the Niſſenters enjoy no Advantages more than the 

Law has provided for, and for which they are particular- 
.1y indebted. to the Fayour of the QUEEN? © 

I s it no way in the QUEEN's Power to incommode 
them or ſtraiten them, or to make them uneaſſe as Dzſ- | 

ſenters? A ee eee e 8 OR ADE 

© Can the Government Abridge them of nothing? Is | th 
the QUEEN's-Prote&ion of Mon from Encroachments | th 
and Infults of ſeveral kinds, of no Value to them D 
Are they ſo ſure of puſhing the preſent. Heats to the | ci 
- Qyerthrow of the preſent Miniſtry, that they cannot. fail? / in 
and ie they ſure they ſhall loſe nothing by the Miſcar- | 
| e! | | RE | n & OT . ev 
f they are obliged to the Fayour and Protection of | ſo 
the QUEEN fer many Things, what Praiſe do they ſeek | ne 
in the Title of . that they ſhould come ſo ve 
much into the Mode? And, which is more than all, Pe 
Are they ſure, there will never be a Parliament that | to 
will reſent an undutiful and ungrateful Behaviour to their [vi 
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Sovereign? Hoe E 
Nay, Is not even the Toleration it felf in the Hands of | m 
the Parliament, and as much at the Mercy of the High- »C 
Church, who are puſh'd at in all theſe Intrigues, as even C 
, Toros 05 
_ . Theſe Things may be worth the preſent Conſideration C 
of the Piſſenters; and Queſtionleſs would they conſider £ 
them ſedately, they would ſee ſome Weight in them, and cc 
fee ſome Ground to alter their preſent Conduct, ind to th 
think their Engagements with their new Friends a more Þ he 
dangerous Step to them than at preſent they are aware of. Sa 
From their Conduct as to their Sovereign, and the Ad- I= R 
miniſtration of publick Affairs, coe we to ſpeak of their ttb 
Proceeding as to particular Perfons. - One would think | C 
Prudence ſhould . move the Diſſenters to take Care, in ( 


falling in with the Party aforeſaid, as to particular Per- | w 
ſons. What Intereſt, or what Advantage can it be tothe | I 
Diſſenters, to make themſelves new Enemies? And efpe- a 
cially what can it ayail them to force Men to be their E- ne 


nemies who would not be ſo? Nay, who haye 2 a 


log 
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ſhewn themſelves friendly to their Intereſt, however o- 


blig d by their Conduct not to be ſo to their Perſons? Is 
it Prudenee in the Diſſenters, as ſuch, to place their only 
Safety and Eaſe in the Overthrow of this ot that Perſon 


or Party? Does it nt, by Conſequence, oblige thoſe 


Perſons or Parties to face upon them, and to ſee that on 
the contrary their Safety conſiſts in the Ruin and Over- 
throw of the Diſſenters? And what Neceſſity are the 
Diſſenters in, of coming into ſuch a Circumſtance, eſpe- 
cially where the Victory is ſo doubtful, and the Miſchief 


in eaſe of a Miſcarriage ſo certain? 


. 
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It is worthy the Dzfenters Obſervation, That how- 
ever they may have been oppreſſed for private Ends not 
ſo much 'eoncerning themſelves, and often perhaps with 
no immediate Deſign to deſtroy them; yet they have ne- 


ver been courted: by any Party, but with a clear and o- 


pen Deſign to ruin and ſuppreſs them. And not to go 
too far back in Hiſtory to prove this, the Diſſenters ha- 
ving had the Fate not to be much courted at any time, 


the firſt Inſtance we meet with of this, is recent in Me- 


mory 3 v77- in the Time of the late King James II. His 


Careſſing the Diſſenters had in it theſe two remarkable 


— 


late Marquis of Halli fax. | B 2 


Circumſtances; firſt, that it was known he did not begin 
it, till he had firſt tried all poſſible Methods with the 
Church, and twice offered to make a Sacrifice of all the 
Diſſenters in the Kingdom to them, if they would have 


core into his Meaſures; when failing in his Deſign on 


that ſide, and finding them ſteady to the Conſtitution, 
he faced about to the Diſſenters, and offered them a like 
Sacrifice of the Church; hoping by gratifying their 
Revenge to gain their Help in his Deſign of maſtering 
the Laws, breaking in upon the Conſtitution, ruining the 
Church and thereby the Proteſtant Religion, and at laſt 
(mighty Favour !) the Diſſenters themſelves. Then it 
was that the Diſſenters were awakened by an excellent 
Tra&- under the ſame Title of this, (v:7.) A Letter to 
4 Diſſenter, written by a Noble Author who was an emi- 
nent Tory, though a Friend to the Conſtitution and to 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, (for ſuch are conſiſtent) viz. the 

| How 
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How far the Diſſenters were drawn into that Snare, 
I would have choſen to ſee buried in the Merit of their 


After · Conduct in the Revolution, where it not that I fee | 


them now drawn into the like Evil with ſo much more 
Art, but with a View equally fatal to themſelves; a Plot 
againſt the very Eſſence of their Liberty as Diſſenters, 


and the more likely to ſucceed, becauſe they are brought 


to that Condition as to ſee and know, that they are de- 
ſign d to be an Oblation or Peace-offering for their Party 
to the Tories or High Church, whenever a Treaty of 


Reconciliation ſhall commence; and yet that they are 
contented to be fo, and to eſpouſe the Faction at that 
Price. - | 55 | [hte racy 4s 

To what aſtrange Infatuation are the Diſſenters brought! 
who, although under the mild and merciful Adminiftra- 


A 


tion of the preſent Queen they enjoy more Liberty than 


the Laws direct, and are protected from many inſults 
which they would be expoſed to, if Her Majeſty thought 
fit to let them know their true Circumſtances; yet are 


willing to appear with a Party who have made the Op- 


reſſion of the Diſſenters the expreſs Condition of their 

eing reſtored ! Was ever any Infatuation like this What 
can be ſaid in Abatement for ſuch Conduct, but muſt re- 
flect upon the very Underſtandings of the People we 
ſpeak of, except we ſhould, to compliment the Senſes of 
the Diſſenters, give up their Morals, and declare them 
bent upon Rebellion and the Ruin of their Country ; 
Things, which it is very difficult to bring our Charity: 
— T ͤ 20547 IR. 
It ſeems the Party who have carried the Deluſions of 
the Diſſenters to ſuch a Length, have done it by pot- 
ſeſſing them with a degree of Contempt, firſt of the 


* 


ueen's Perſon, and then of Her Power. It is not hard 


to impoſe upon the Judgment of a People in {mall Mat- 
ters, when they have dene it in greater: When a Breach 
is made upon our Duty and Affection to our Prince, it 
follows that we contemn what we hate, and that we are 


al 


eaſy to be brought off from our Fear of that Power, 


which we are prevail'd upon not to love. 
Ys | i | | _ | EE S L 
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It is very ſtrange that the Dzſſenters ſhould be pre- 


vail'd upon in either of theſe, and perhaps the Fact may 


be denied in their Behalf. It were ſincerely to be 


wiſh'd that it were not true: And ſo tenderly ſhall the 


Diſſenters be handled in that caſe in this Letter, that L 
all chooſe rather to ſay, it has been attempted, and 


they have been pre ſſed and perſwaded to contemn the 
Reſentments of the Government, than that they have 

been prevail'd upon actually eee, no oth vs » 
But it may be as proper to uſe ſome Arguments with 


them to ſhew the Weakneſs of this Deluſion, be the Mat- 


ter of Fact one way or other, (vzz.) whether they have 
been prevail'd upon, or have only been perſwaded and 


. attem ey : In the one Caſe it is needful to prevent 
their 
them to retrieve it before it be to late to look back. 


iſtakes; in the other to open their Eyes, and aſſiſt 


Let them reflect then, In what can the ir Contempt of 


the preſent Power ſerve their Intereſt? and upon what 


can it depend. ? %o btyonst 24 
The Life of Her preſent Majeſty is the chief thing 


that I have obſerved the Party made uſe of, to habitu- 
_. ate this Pay among the People. I have that Cha- 


rity for the Diſſenters, as to believe, however they may 
have heard this Argument made uſe of, though ſome 


of them may have been weak enough to reſtrain their 
open Diſlike of it; yet their ſecret Thoughts have 


reſented it with a juſt Horror. It is not in the Con- 
ſtitution of a Diſſenter, as ſuch, to entertain Thoughts 


ſo Unchriſtian, ſo Unnatural ; and whatever the Deluſi- 


on may have been, no Proteſtant Diſſenter can calmly 
and ſedately ſay, that he wiſhes the Death of Her pre- 


ſent Majeſty, but his Conſcience muſt admit ſome Hor- 


ror, and reproach him in a manner that cannot be quietly 


For this Reaſon, albeit ſome have been drawn in to 
drink that Unchriſtian, Bloody, and I reaſonable Health, 


which now with an unheard-of Impudence is made the 
Teſt of the preſent, Faction, (viz.) To ſend: the Houſe 


of Hanover ſpeedily to the Throne; nevertheleſs, I da. 
55 | B 4 | = mm 
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not charge it upon the Diſſenters as a Body, but I heartily rl 
wiſh every Diſſenter would, for their own ſakes, and for n 
the Credit of Religion which they profeſs, or elſe cannot Is 
be rightly called Diſſenters ; I ſay, that they would make e 
it a particular Mark of a Diſſenter, to declare their Ab» 
horrence of a Thing every way ſo Criminal, ſeeing it is f tf 
no leſs than Curſing the Q -= n, and drinking her Con- tl 


But not to mention that Time which every true Sub- 
je& thinks of with Regret, and deſires to place as re- 4» C 


faſion as a Qn, (viz.) That ſhe would either ſpee - tl 
dily Dye, or ſpeedily be Depoſed. h HER 8 i 
As the Caſe: now ſtands, He cannot wiſh well to this Iz 
Iſland, who does not wiſh the Proteſtant Succeſſion, as |, 
now eſtabliſhed by Parliament, may in God's due time TM 
take place, that the next Heir of the Houſe of Hanover ir 
being Proteſtant may quietly and peaceably ſucceed : But ke 
he is a Traitor to his Country, a Murderer of the ol 
Q—--n, an Enemy to the Publick Peace, and an un- it 
| grateful Subject to an obliging merciful Prince, that cm | 8 
| -wiſheyen that Suceſſion ſhould take place, till the courſe tl 
| of God's Providence has remoy'd Her Majeſty by the 
| SS ae. 7 5 5051440. | Pp! 


” 


| mote as poſhible, What is the Argument for which this H 
 Horrid Spirit poſſeſſes us? Is it more or leſs than this, P 
That they wiſh the Queen were dead, only the Mini- te 
fry might be chang'd 7 Is not this Sedition in the Ab- of 
| ſtract? Is not wiſhing the Qn dead, murdering the ar 
Q. n? Is not wiſhing Her Majeſty Depoſed, an in- :Þ 
ll tentional Rebellion, and a Depoſing the Qn? Sup- I 
5 pets this Helliſh Thought gratified! Heaven guard os 
q | Majeſty from the very Suggeſtion ! It is a kind ate 

; of Treaſon but to ſuppoſe it! But what would this a- | to 
| vail the Party? Are they aflured this would anſwer ml 
{ that part of the Deſign, and bring us to a Change of ] ta 
Hands ir the Adminiſtration? Theſe Men are rot a- C 
ware of the Conſequenee of that Suggeſtion ! Can on | A 
ſerve the Intereſt of the Pretender more, than by pro | th 
moting a general Opinion, that when the Houſe of Han- c 


over comes in, the Sueceſſor will immediately dogg a | be 
44/44 7 3 | | | the -  : 
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by 


8 
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my part, I dare not entert 


the Qn were dead, rather than t 


JT 
the Whigs,” and turn out the preſent Miniſtry ? For 
in the Thought, for the Hove" 


ror of its ' Conſequences ; for either way, for ought 1 


fee, we are to be ruin'd. 


If we ſhould fay, the Succeſſor will employ the pre. 
ſent Miniſtry, we arm all the aforeſaid Faction againſt 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion: For, if ＋ 4 — be glad 


ſhould not come in (the Truth of which they have Fol 
ly enough not to deny) with much more Charity may 
we ſuppoſe, they had rather the Hanover Houſe thould 
not Succeed than that the Old Miniſtry ſhould not come 
in; and conſequently they would even join the Pre- 


fender to bring in the Old Miniſtry, if there were no. 


other way. Nor are they for the Proteſtant Sueceſſion 
it ſelf, but on a Preſumption, that when they come to 
Succeed, they ſhall immediately change Hands, and take 
them into the Adminiſtration. F 

On the other Hand, if we ſay the Succeſſor fhalt de- 
poſe the preſent Adminiſtration, and overthrow the 
High- Church Intereſt, then we make neceſſary the Hag 


| » Church's being Enemies to the Proteſtant Succeſſion of 


Hanover, and juſtifie them in being ſo from your own 
Practice. It is not ſo long ſince the prefent Diſconten- 
ted People for the ſame Reaſon, (viz.) Their being out 
of Place, were equally Diſcontented at the late Miniſtry 
and made no ſcruple to Confederate with the Pretender“ 


Party here, azainſt the very Perſon of the late Lord 


Treafurer G-———, and the Duke of Marlborough: 


The Truth of which needs not to be quoted from Prin- 
> ted Relations, ſeeing there are Living Witneſles ſufficient. 


to put it paſt the poſſibility of being Contradicted. And 


nothing brought them off from that Confederacy, but the 


taking them into the Adminiſtration, after which all the 
Complaints of that Adminiſtration ceaſed, . they became 


_ Advocates of the very Miſmanagement they had accuſed 


the Miniſtry of, and never concerned themſelves to re- 
ctify one of thoſe Things, which they had called Abuſes 
before. A W 

1 Thus 


e the Miniſtry, when he comes to the Crown, or 


and ungrounded Follies do theſe Men run into, who car- 
ry their Heats to ſuch a height, with a View which they 
have no ſufficient: Ground to expect ſhall be anſwer'd; 
although the Treaſonable Horrid Suggeſtion of the De- 
miſe of the Preſent QUEEN were now to happen. 

But not to enter into the Follies of the Malecontents, 
which is not the Deſign of this Letter, any farther than 
1 appears the Difſenters are engaged in them. It is the 

1 
lick Quiet, that the Diſſenters would take ſome Leiſure 


Foundation their Liberty ſtands, nom they forfeit for, 
as well as for themſeves, if they: provoke. thoſe too far 
who cannot want Power to do themſelves Juſtice upon 
them: And above all, for what it is that they lay their 


Men to weigh their Actions in the Ballance of Reaſon, 
and to judge, whether there is any due Proportion be- 
' tween the Hazard run and the End propoſed. It ſeems 
to be one of the moſt ſenſible Parts of the Miſeries of a 


the ſordid Trifles, for which they forfeited Eternal Hap- 


roil appear in the Eyes of your Children, when they: 
ſhall compare it with the loſs of an Eſtabliſhed Liberty of 
Conſcience, and ſhall refle& that their Fathers forfeited. 
to the Publick Juſtice the Religious Liberties they en- 
Joy'd, by their eſpouſing Fadlion, and joyning in with a 
Party againſt the juſt Adminiſtration of their beneficent 
Sovereign; having at the ſame time not the leaſt Challenge 
. the ſaid Ad miniſtation, not one Law broken, not one 


.- ted, 


Thus it is a Dilemma they cannot remoye, and can 


no? If he ſhould not, as there is very good Ground to 
believe from the Prudence, Wiſdom and Judgment of 
the Perſon we expect to Succeed, what ſtrange Exceſſes 


of every moderate Chriſtian, who aims at the pub- 


Religious Intereſt at Stake. .; Prudence requires all Wiſe. 


future State, that the Spirits of the Wretched ſhall be 
capable to reflect upon, and reproach themſclves with | 


ery How mean a Thing will the N a Party- 
il 


rivilege inyaded, not one Act of arbitrary Power exer- 


ſeriouſly to examine their own Circumſtances, upon what 


(27) 


ted, no Oppreſſion, vo Injuſtice, no Tyranny to com- 


plain al? | 


In the next place, the Diſſenters are exhorted to con- 
ſider on what Terms they ſtand. with the preſent Go- 
vernment. It is true, that Her Majeſty has on all Oc- - 
caſions graciouſly been pleaſed to promiſe them Her 
Royal Protection, and to preſerve the Toleration inviola- - 
bly: But do they ſuppoſe theſe Promiſes do not imply 
the Condition of their Dutiful and Peaceable Conduct 


and Behaviour? Or do they ſuggeſt that Her Majeſty 


is thereby bound in Honour to perform Her Promiſes in 
the Letter of them; that they at the ſame time are left 
at Liberty to offer the greateſt Aﬀronts to Her Perſon 


Pl 
= 


and adminiſtration, upon the N that their 
Misbehaviour can no way affect her Maj | 
ments, which are not at all reciprocal in their Obliga- 


elty's Engage- 


tions ? 


This has indeed been the very Practice of the Party 
now embroiling this Nation; who, in the Caſe of the 


War, uſe the QUEEN juſt after this manner, tho' it 


muſt be acknowledged it is very Diſinge nuous. Her 
Majeſty, upon the Change of the late Miniſtry, not 


ſuppoſing that Changing Hands only muſt immediately 
oblige Her to Change all Her Meaſures, went on in the 
very ſame Steps of Government as before, and for the 


carrying on the War in Conjunction with Her Allies; 
and frequent Aſſurances were given from the Throne, that 


it was both Her Majeſty's Opinion and Reſolution to puſh 


France on by a vigorous War, to give a ſafe and honour- 


able Peace to Europe, to reſtore the Spanzſh Monarchy, 
and ſatisfie all the Allies, 8 1 NF. 
Immediately the Party thinking they had the Q -n 


faſt by the Letter of theſe Promiſes, fall to work to raiſe 
Factions and Diſcontents at home, to ruine Credit, to 


diſable the Miniſtry, and to make it impoſſible for the 
QUEEN to ſupport that War, She had promiſed to carry 


on: As if that Promiſe was not made on a Suppoſition of 
the Dutiful Aſſiſtance and Concurrence of Her People; 
and as if Her Majeſty was ſo tied up, that wel Me 


4 


2} 


MHA find a DeGgn on foot to make that very War the 


Ruine of Her Meaſures; ſhould find Her Miniſtry 
pfreſſed by a Faſtion, in hopes of plunging Her Affairs 
inte inextricable Difficulties ; a Party raiſed as well a- 


broad as at home avainſt Her Adminiſtration; and thoſe - 
Men who were at the Head of Her Armies appearing open- 


V at the Head of thoſe Parties; and not to act counter to 
Her Meaſures only; but to threaten bpenly to oblige Her 
to à Revolation in Her Houſhold: I fay, as if upon 
Diſcovery of ſuch Deſigns carrying on, to make the War 
imprackicable, but at the hazard of the Peace at Home, 
Her Majeſty was not at liberty to change thoſe Reſoluti- 
ons, and regard the Safety of Her owh Goverhment, and 


of an enraged Party! 


In like manner it ſeems reaſhnable to ſuppoſe, that not- 


withſtanding Her Majeſty's gracious Promi ſes to the Diſ- 
ſenters of Protection, and maintaining inviolably their 


Toleration, yet that this was always t6 be underſtood ſo 


far Conditionally, that they behaved themſtlves Duti- 
fully to Her Perfon, Peaceably to the Government, and 
kept themſelves from embroiling the State; In the contra- 
ry to which it muſt be allowed to be very Juſt, if Her 
Majeſty ſhould upon ſuch Oceaſion recommend it to Her 
Parliament. That whereas Her Majeſty had upon all Oc- 
caſions indulged the Diſſenters, not only in the Tolera- 
tion and Exemption granted them by Law, but in ſeve- 
ral othet Liberties which She might juſtly have reſtrained 
them in; And whereas it might reaſonably have been ex- 

ted, that the Diſſenters would in return for ſuch Fo- 


Kon have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their Dutiful and 


Affectionate Behaviour to her Majeſty's Perſon and Go- 
vernment: But that Her Majeſty finding on the con- 


trary that the Diſſenters in general are fallen in with a- 
betting and ſupporting the Factions and Diſcontents of a 


Party, who with an undutiful Behaviour endeayour to 
diſturb the Peace of Her Majeſty's Reign, and the juſt 
Meaſures of Her Admiriſtration; And that they are not 
by any peaceable gentle Methods to be reclaim'd from 


the 


the Proteftion of Her faithful Servants from the Attacks 


. Aſa . 


(<> 


of that Liberty has encourage 
It were to be wiſhed the Þ 
ſider what would be the Conſe „if Her Majeſt 
ſhould be provoked by their preſent Conduct to proceed 
in ſuch a manner: And whether it would be difficalt to 


A299 


the ſaid Practice: And that the ſaid Factions and Parties 


are greatly "encouraged and fomented by the ſaid Corjune 


ction an 1th th 
That therefore Her Majeſty thinks them unworthy any 


Concurrence of the Diſſenters with them: 


— o e = 


further Protection; and. recommends it to Her People to 


| think of ſome Methods to reduce them to à greater Senſe 


of their Duty, from which too much Liberty or the abufe 
d them to decline. 


Jens would tin 
ſequence, if Her” 


* 7 Samy 
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move any Dutiful Houſe of Commons fo far to enter into 
Her Majeſty's juſt Reſentments, as to take fuch Meafyres 


to humble the Diſſeuters 6 Het Majeſty ſhould, think 


fufficient, and «as would effectually take from them. all 


| the Power they think they now have to animate and en- 


courage the Parties and Factions of the Government. 
This is the friendly Advice deſigned by this Letter. 
The Diſepters are not fo Ignorant as not to know 


what is "their On Duty in ſo nice a Juncture; and 
that between ſo full c noſit y 
appears our Parties have. It had been their wiſeſt 


wo Intereſts ſo full of Animoſity; as it 


* 


ourſe at leaſt to have appeared Neuter and Indiffe- 


rent; or elſe to haye adhered to the Goyernment'whoſe 
Protection they enjoy'd, © tilt ſomething elfe than mere 
OS had given them cauſe to act otherwiſe 3 till they = 


had had juft Cauſe to complain of Oppreſſion, of Inju- 


Nice, and of ſome Injuries which the Law might” have 
juſtified them by ſeeking Redreſs ac But wlile 
1u 


this is their Caſe, and they have no ' Complaint to 
make, they axe wholly inexcuſable in their preſent Con- 
duct: And this is carneſtly Recommended. to them to 
conſider 5 1885 FPV D 105 _ 

It is eaſie to foreſee, that a prejudiced Hiſſenter ma) 
break forth in a warm Erpel rer at this Advice, — 
it may be in ſuch Expreſſions as theſe: What would you 


FF 
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con- 
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| is a Plot to draw them off from their Friends, and to . 


vide them from the Low Church ; The Diſſenters and the 


Tom Church are one in theirIntereſt,and cannot be ſeparated. 


Who ſhould the Diſſenters joyn with? Can they be ſuppoſ. 


ed to joyn with Tories and Highflyer „ Jacobites and New 
Miniſtry That is impoſible 


It may be reaſonable to ſu poſe, that this will be the 


manner of Reply to the friendly Expoſtulations of this Let- 
ter. N all theſc Retorts ſhall be thrown aſide in a few 
Words. This Zetter does not charge the Diſſenters, or fo 
much as enquire, how far they are concerned/ or are not 
concerned in the undutiful Conduct of thoſe who are ſpo- 
ken of. The Diſſenters may ask themſelves the 7 7 
what they are Guilty of, and fave thoſe who wi 

well the unpleaſant Office of Diſcriminating : Neither does 


ttzhis Zetter offer to divide them from, or engage them to 


any Side or Party; and for that Reaſon was not publiſhed 
(tho long ago written) till all their Joining and Voting on 
one Side or other, was finiſhed and over. The Diſſenters 


Know beſt whether there are any of the People here ſpoken 


of, among them or no. 


They are here only calmly adviſed not to embroil them- - 


ſelves with their Sovereign and with her Adminiſtration, 
for no Cauſe, and for they know not WHO. While the 
Laus and thoſe eſſential Branches of Government, Liber- 


ty, Property and Religion, are whole and untouched.: | 


What can be of Moment | ſufficient for the Diſſenters 
to appear againſt the Government, if the Laws are not 
r 

If it be not true, that the Diſſenters have too much 
joined with abetted, countenanced and aſſiſted the Faction 


them 


"12 


aforeſaid in theſe Things, it is by ſo much their Advantage 1 


and this Ad vice may be thought ſo far Needleſs: but if 


they lay their Hands on their Hearts, they may ſee more 
Cauſe for this Advice than they are willing to own. _ 
Again, It may be offered in excuſe of the Diſſenters, that 
although perhaps ſome hot Men among the Diſſenters may 
have been too ferward, and may have thewn ſome Indiſcre- 


tion 


* 


Who 


1 


tion, yet that the whole Body of the Diſſenters ought not 


. toſuffer Blame on their Account. | 


Anſwer. The Advice is to the Guilty only, and it is 
friendly and brief : That they would ſtop in time, and ſee 
that they involve not the Innocent in the Ruin due to their 
Folly ; and to the Innocent the Advice is equally wholſome, 
( viz. ) To diſtinguiſh themſelves, by ſuch Methods as 
they ſhall ſee reaſonable, from thoſe who are Guiliy; that 
It my be known there are ſome among the Diſſenters, 

o not approve their Indiſeretion, and that the Go- 
vernment may be moved not to reſent it upon the whole 


Body. 
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